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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-4, 8-10, 13, 14, 18 and 21 are rejected under 35 USC 102 (b) as being 
anticipated by US 6056314 issued to Shirk et al. (hereinafter "Shirk"). 

3. With respect to claim 1, Shirk discloses an initiator assembly comprising: an initiator 90 
including an initiator cup 94 defining a storage chamber and at least one reactive charge (col. 2, 
11. 62-67) and an electrical connector 1 12, 1 14; a retainer 122; and, a connector socket 62. The 
initiator is connected to the connector via retainer 122. 

4. With respect to claim 2, the retainer connects to the connector through an axial opening 
as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. 

5. With respect to claim 3, retainer 122 includes arms 132 with tabs ends. 

6. With respect to claim 4, Shirk fiirther discloses a raised rim 116; initiator arms 130 
disposed on the retainer 122. The initiator arms 130 are configured to snap-lock with the raised 
rim 1 16 of the initiator. 

7. With respect to claim 8, the raised rim 1 16 is circumferential. 

8. With respect to claim 9, the arms 132 extend from the initiator as shown in Fig. 3. 

9. With respect to claim 10, the connector includes a shoulder 70 for retention of the arms 
132. 
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10. With respect to claims 13, 14 and 18, refer to the rejection of claims 1-4 and 8-10 above. 

1 1 . With respect to claim 2 1 , Shirk discloses an initiator as discussed above and further 
including an adapter plate 42 with an opening in which the connector and retainer are located 
upon assembly. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

12. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the iii\ eiitioii is not iclentieall\ cliseloscd or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, il' the tlilleienees between the siibjeet matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

13. Claims 12 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shirk. 
Shirk discloses an initiator assembly as discussed above. However, Shirk does not disclose a 
retainer disclosed of plastic. However, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to provide a retainer made of plastic, since it has 
been held to be within the general skill of a worker in the art to select known material on the 
basis of its suitability for the intended use as a matter of obvious design choice. In re Leshin, 
125 USPQ 416. Moreover, it is well known in the art to substitute plastic for metal to decrease 
the weight of the desired assembly. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

14. Claims 5-7, 11, 15-17, 19 and 22-28 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Response to Arguments 

1 5 . Applicant's arguments filed 1 0/1 9/2007 have been fiiUy considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant argues that Shirk does not disclose a wall between the retainer and 
connector devices. However, applicant does not positively claim a wall. Therefore, all that is 
needed is a space between the retainer and connector devices. The retainer device of Shirk is 
clearly shown as a separate element, so in use, there will always be a space between the retainer 
and connector. Moreover, Shirk discloses an annular wall between element numbers 70 and 72 
as shown in Fig. 2. The retainer is clearly on one side of this wall while any part of a connector 
device attached thereto will be on the other side. 

Conclusion 

16. All claims are drawn to the same invention claimed in the application prior to the entry of 
the submission under 37 CFR 1.114 and could have been finally rejected on the grounds and art 
of record in the next Office action if they had been entered in the application prior to entry under 
37 CFR 1.114. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL even though it is a first action 
after the filing of a request for continued examination and the submission under 37 CFR 1.1 14. 
See MPEP § 706.07(b). Apphcant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS fi-om the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
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will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 
1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, 
will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
final action. 

/Troy Chambers/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3641 



